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MESSAGE 


As  the  Christmas  season  approaches,  the 
thoughts  of  the  Christian  world  once  again 
turn  to  that  glorious  night  of  nearly  two 
thousand  years  ago.  The  night  the  angels 
brought  the  message  of  good  tidings  and  great 
joy,  that  a  Saviour,  Christ  the  Lord,  was  born. 

The  life  of  Him  of  whom  the  angels  an- 
nounced the  birth,  was  one  of  kindness,  un- 
selfishness, service,  and  of  love  to  His  fellow- 
men.  He  taught  by  precept,  and  by  example, 
that  he  that  is  greatest  among  you  shall  be  your 
servant.  How  grateful  we  should  be  that  He 
gave  us  a  plan  whereby  we  might  overcome  the 
weaknesses  of  the  flesh,  and  prepare  ourselves 
for  exaltation  in  His  kingdom. 

As  the  angels  declared  the  message  of  "Peace 
on  Earth,  and  goodwill  toward  men"  so  does 
the  message  of  His  gospel    bring    peace    and 

Relief  Society  President 
of  Mission 

Sister  Nora  C.  Duncan. 


goodwill  to  all  who  render  obedience  to  its 
principles. 

It  is  a  privilege  to  be  engaged  in  this  great 
missionary  pragramme  of  the  Church,  which 
is  the  work  of  establishing  peace  in  the  hearts 
of  men  "that  they  might  have  joy."  The  great- 
est reward  that  comes  to  us  in  this  missionary 
work  is  to  see  the  transformation  in  the  lives  of 
those  who  accept  the  message  of  "peace,"  as 
taught  by  our  Saviour,  and  as  restored  to  us  by 
Him  to  our  Latter-day  Prophet.  This  supreme 
joy  and  happiness  will  fill  the  souls  of  all  men 
who  discover  the  truths  of  this  message,  and 
live  its  principles. 

With  this  greeting  we  sincerely  pray  that  our 
Heavenly  Father  will  continue  to  bless  each 
and  everyone  during  the  Christmas  season,  and 
that  in  the  coming  year  you  will  have  peace 
within  yourself,  and  in  your  homes. 

Mission    Presidency 

President:  Leroy  H.  Duncan. 

1st  Couns:  Alvin  F.  Park. 

2nd  Couns:  Elder  W.  E.  B.  Mayo. 


PRESIDENT   McKAY 

TO  VISIT  SOUTH  AFRICA 


As  rapture  filled  the  bosom  of  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith  when  he  beheld  the  Glory  of  God 
the  Father  and  His  Son  Jesus  Christ,  so  rap- 
ture filled  our  bosoms    on    November    26th, 
when  we  received  the  following  cablegram: 
"PRESIDENT        McKAY        CONTEM- 
PLATES    VISITING     SOUTH     AFRICA. 
ARRIVING         AT        JOHANNESBURG 
ABOUT  JANUARY  8.     ADVISES  POST- 
PONEMENT   CONFERENCE    OF     MIS- 
SIONARIES. 

FIRST  PRESIDENCY." 


To  the  Saints  of  the  South  African  Mission 
this  will  be  a  momentous  occasion.  It  will  be 
the  first  visit  of  one  of  the  General  Authorities 
to  this  land. 

We  do  not  have  full  details  concerning  Presi- 
dent McKay's  impending  visit  at  the  present 
time,  therefore  more  information  and  the 
itinerary  of  his  visit  will  be  in  next  month's 
"Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger." 
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SOUTH  AMERICAN  MAGA 
ZINE  DEVOTES  'SPREAD'  TO 
MORMONS.  —  "  O  Cruzeiro  " 
which  has  the  greatest  circula- 
tion of  anj  magazine  in  South 
America  gave  the  Mormons  four 
pages  of  favourable  publicity  in 
a  recent  issue.  Five  hundred 
thousand  readers  were  en- 
lightened as  to  the  work  and 
doctrine  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  in 
picture  and  in  story. 

Featured  in  full  page  sepia 
were  the  baptism  of  a  convert  by 
a  Mormon  elder,  the  ordinance 
being  witnessed  by  a  second  mis- 
sionary and  another  picture  of 
Colleen  Hutchins  as  "Miss 
America"  crowning  her  successor 
for  queenship. 

Fourteen  other  pictures  de- 
picted the  workings  of  "Mor- 
monism"  especially  of  the 
Church  Welfare  Plan. 

The  story  was  headlined.  "The 
Mormons  in  Brazil:  The  Religion 
From  the  Great  Salt  Lake."  It 
told  briefly  of  the  translation  nf 
the  Book  of  Mormon  by  thp 
Prophet  Joseph  Smith  which  it 
declared,  "forms  one  of  the  bases 
of  this  most  interesting  religion." 

It  mentioned  the  exile  of  the 
early  Pioneers,  reclamation  of 
the  wilderness  and  the  doctrine 
of  eternal  marriage  explaining: 
"Today  they  preach  that  mar- 
riage should  be  a  ceremony  not 
for  life  only,  but  for  life  beyond 
the  grave  as  well,  and  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world,  the  Mormons  are  a 
'light'  to  watch." 

President  Franklin  D.  Roose- 
velt and  President  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower  are  quoted  in  com- 
mendation of  the  Mormon 
Church  and  reference  is  made  to 
the  choice  of  Elder  Ezra  Taft 
Benson,  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve  as  Secretary  of  Agricul- 
ture in  the  President's  Cabinet, 


SOUTH    AFRICAN    MISSION. 

—NINE  FORMER  PRESIDENTS 
GET  TOGETHER.  —  Prove— 
Progress  of  missionary  work  in 
the  South  African  Mission  was 
recounted  at  reunion  of  nine 
former  presidents  of  the  mission 
held  last  week  in  Provo. 

Former  presidents  who  pro- 
sided  in  the  South  African  Mis- 
sion or  representatives  or  rela- 
tives held  reunion  at  the  home  of 
Elder  and  Mrs.  J.  Wiley  Sessions, 
president  of  the  mission  from 
1920-26. 

A  report  on  recent  activities  in 
the  mission  was  given  by  Presi- 
dent Evan  P.  Wright,  who  re- 
turned from  the  mission  recently. 
A  total  of  1800  members  are  now 
reported  from  the  mission  and 
the  "work  is  proceeding  satisfac- 
torily." he  said. 

Present  to  renew  acquaintance 
and  discuss  the  mission  were 
RalDh  S.  Badger.  1905-08.  Mrs. 
Nicholas  G.  Smith,  wife  of  the 
late  president.  1913-19:  Mr  and 
Mrs.  J.  Wiley  Sessions.  1920-26: 
Mrs.  Ralph  A  Badger,  daughter 
of  the  late  Samuel  Martin.  1927- 
30:  Mr.  pud  Mrs  Don  Mack 
Dalton.  1930-35:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Legrand  P.  Backman.  1935-38: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  B.  Folland. 
1038-44:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  June  B. 
Sharps.  1944-48:  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Evan  P.  Wright.  1948-53. 

MILLION  SEE  CONFERENCE 
TELEVISION   STATIONS.   —An 

audience  of  more  than  one  and 
one-half  million  persons  probably 
watched  the  Sunday  morning 
.session  of  Conference. 

This  was  the  belief  of  officials 
of  KSL-TV.  which  televised  all 
sessions  and  "fed"  the  proceed- 
ings of  Sunday  morning  session 
to  TV  stations  in  Los  Angeles. 
Tacoma.  Washington:  San  Fran- 
cisco and  Portland. 
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PRESIDENT 


FIRST  COUNSELLOR  IN 
THE  FIRST  PRESIDENCY 


STEPHEN   L   RICHARDS 


President  Stephen  L.  Richards  was  born 
June  18,  1879,  in  the  village  of  Mendon,  Utah, 
and  spent  his  early  childhood  in  Farmington. 

Unquestionably  the  lessons,  impressions,  and 
habits  of  his  childhood  days  have  had  much  to 
do  with  the  achievements  of  this  man.  He  de- 
veloped a  kinship  with  the  good  earth  and  the 
honest  people  who  make  it  fruitful.  He  be- 
came acquainted  with  nature,  her  rewards  and 
her  penalties.  In  the  simple  but  stimulating 
society  of  these  communities  his  soul  and 
mind  grew  with  his  strengthening  body. 

President  Richards  has  devoted  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  to  the  Church.  His  ecclesiastical 
career  in  its  early  stages  resembles  that  of  most 
other  active  Latter-day  Saints,  including  offices 
in  the  Aaronic  and  Melchizadek  Priesthoods, 
and  service  in  the  auxiliary  organizations.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  General  Superintend- 
ency  of  the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union 
Board,  serving  as  second  assistant  to  President 
Joseph  F.  Smith  and  as  first  assistant  while 
President  McKay  was  the  General  Superin- 
tendent. 

Under  the  close  association,  the  kinship  of 
three  strong  spirits  strengthened.  President 
Smith  became  familiar  with  the  uncommon 
ability  and  the  deep  worth  of  his  lawer  assis- 
tant. In  1916  Francis  M.  Lyman,  President  of 
the  Council  of  the  Twelve  died.  And  on 
January  17th,  1917,  President  Smith  presented 
the  name  of  Stephen  L.  Richards  before  the 
Council  to  fill  the  vacancy  that  existed  in  the 
quorum.  He  was  accepted  and  ordained  that 
same  day,  a  young  man  of  thirty-seven,  and 
the  following  April  he  was  sustained  by  the 
membership  of  the  Church. 

Stephen  L.  Richards  married  Irene  Merrill 
on  February  21,  1900,  and  they  left  imme- 
diately for  Malad  Valley  of  Idaho.  That  was 
a  challenging  and  lusty  country  and  the  exper- 
ience proved  a  valuable  test  of  industry  and  re- 
sourcefulness. 

The  young  husband  felled  and  hauled  the 
logs  which  became  their  first  dwelling,  and  the 
young  wife  made  it  into  an  attractive  home. 

The  small  family  lived  comfortably,  if 
modestly,  from  the  ranch  and  from  supple- 
mental earnings  Brother  Richards  made  as 
principal  of  the  Malad  public  school. 

They  have  since  lived  in  larger  and  more 
comfortable  houses,  but  each    has    been    hal- 


lowed by  the  same  cultivated  spirit.  Nine  chil- 
dren have  come  to  them,  each  one  welcomed 
and  cherished. 

After  two  years  on  the  farm,  they  left  for 
Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  Brother  Richards  had 
spent  three  years  in  the  University  of  Utah  and 
now  determined  to  get  a  law  degree  from  an 
eastern  school.  One  year  was  spent  at  Ann 
Arbor,  and  then  he  transferred  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago,  where  a  law  school  had  re- 
cently been  opened. 

In  1904  he  was  graduated  with  the  first 
class  from  the  University  of  Chicago  Law 
School  and  received  the  coveted  cum  alude 
citation. 

One  of  Salt  Lake  City's  eminent  lawyers  (not 
a  member  of  the  Church  and  now  deceased) 
once  said  that  he  regarded  Stephen  L.  Richards 
as  the  ablest  young  man  practising  before  the 
Utah  bar  up  to  the  time  he  discontinued  his 
legal  work.  Apparently  the  Lord  had  need  for 
such  a  mind,  and  by  interesting  means  he 
brought  him  into  the  leading  councils  of  the 
Church. 

President  Richards  is  an  able  speaker  and 
has  raised  his  voice  for  the  Church  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  States,  in  Mexico,  Canada,  the 
Hawaiian  Islands,  South  America,  and  in  1950 
he  went  to  Europe  and  to  Palestine  to  survey 
the  conditions  of  the  missions  there. 

For  years  he  has  sat  as  a  member  of  the  mis- 
sionary committee  through  whose  hands  pass 
all  matters  of  appointments  of  Mission  Presi- 
dents and  Missioaries.  Since  his  appointment 
to  the  First  Presidency  on  April  12,  1951,  he 
has  been  given  the  responsibility  of  directing 
the  vast  Mission  Organization  of  the  Church. 

President  Richards  regards  his  testimony  as 
a  personal  treasure.  He  does  not  repeat  it 
often,  nor  carelessly.  He  does  not  thrust  it  on 
those  who  would  scorn  it.  But  on  those  occa- 
sions— sacred  occasions — when  he  has  shared  it 
in  measured  words,  his  listeners  have  known 
that  he  was  drawing  from  a  deep  well  of  pure 
and  living  truth. 

That  testimony  alone  might  have  been  suffi- 
cient reason  for  his  call  into  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve.  But  added  to  this  were  remarkable 
qualities  of  mind  and  facilities  of  expression 
that  have  made  his  services  invaluable  to  the 
Church. 
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KINSHIP   OF   SPIRITS 


Address    given    by    President    Stephen    L. 
Richards,  First  Counsellor  in  the  First  Presi- 
dency,   on    the    Church    of    the    Air    Service, 
April  8,  1951. 

If  you  and  1,  my  friends,  were  together  in  an 
assembly — not  too  large,  the  task  would  be 
easier.  Our  personalities  would  react  on  each 
other!  we  would  say,  "We  could  feel  of  each 
other's  spirit,"  and  perhaps  a  bond  of  common 
interest  could  be  established  among  us.  May 
it  not  be  that  this  "feeling  of  each  other's 
spirit"  is  of  the  very  essence  of  our  joint 
worship? 

It  is  true  that  declaration  of  the  Word  and 
exhortation  have  their  place  —  an  important 
place  in  religious  services,  but  I  doubt  if  there 
is  anything  which  contributes  more  to  our 
spiritual  uplift,  and  our  good  resolutions  too, 
than  the  stimulus  of  association  of  kindred 
spirits. 

I  believe  God  planned  that  it  should  be  so. 
We  are  all  His  spirit  children  in  antemortal 
life.  We  come  to  earth  "to  be  tabernacled  in 
the  flesh."  In  earth  life  we  are,  in  large  measure, 
the  creatures  of  our  environment,  but  we  never 
entirely  lose  our  spiritual  investitures.  Perhaps 
Shakespeare  had  something  of  this  in  mind 
when  he  made  one  of  his  famous  characters 
say,  "There  is  a  divinity  that  shapes  our  ends, 
rough  hew  them  how  we  will." 

We  are  told  that  the  Spirit  of  God  always 
strives  with  men,  and  it  is  the  spirit  in  man 
which  responds  to  the  extent  to  which  the 
sensitivity  of  the  spirit  has  not  been  drugged 
or  killed  by  ignorance  in  the  family  of  our 
Eeternal  Parent,  that  anything  is  more  impor- 
tant and  vital  to  peaceful  association  in  the 
world  than  a  recognition  and  acceptance  of  this 
kinship  in  the  spirits  of  men. 

Herein  lies  ai  solid,  understandable  founda- 
tion for  the  spiritual  brotherhood  of  the  world. 
It  has  always  seemed  to  me  most  difficult  to 
establish  fraternity  without  paternity.  Surely 
those  who  acknowledge  the  Omnipotent  God 
to  be  the  Creator  of  the  Universe,  should  find 
no  difficulty  in  according  to  Him  His  place  of 
distinction  as  the  Father  of  all  men — "Our 
Father  who  is  in  heaven."  How  else  could  He 
be  "Our  Father"  except  as  the  progenitor  who 
is  in  heaven."  How  else  could  He  be  "Our 
Father"  except  as  the  progenitor  of  our  spirits, 
the  begetter  of  that  part  of  us  which  is  death- 
less and  immortal. 


How  regrettable  it  is  that  man,  seemingly 
oblivious  to  this  honourable  and  sacred  rela- 
tionship, should  profane  His  holy  name  and 
blaspheme  Christ.  Do  you  think  that  a  son 
can  damn  his  father  and  love  him? 

Fatherhood  of  God 

Some  may  say  this  procreation  of  spirits  is 
too  realistic,  involving  an  assumption  of  per- 
sonality in  the  Father  inconsonant  with  the 
ethereal  nature  sometimes  ascribed  to  Him. 
Don't  you  think,  my  friends,  that  we  can  safely 
rely  on  the  recorded  words  of  His  Son,  our 
elder  brother,  and  the  prophets  in  the  interpre- 
tation of  this  all-important  relationship  of  man 
to  God?  To  those  acquainted  with  the  Scrip- 
tures there  is  no  need  for  quotations;  they  are 
filled  with  references  to  the  veritable  father- 
hood of  God  and  support  for  a  divine  per- 
sonality which,  in  terms  of  human  under- 
standing, can  be  conceived  only  as  one  in 
whose  image  we  are  created. 

It  is  doubtful  if  there  are  any  people  in  the 
world  to-day  who  retard  more  seriously  the 
progress  of  humanity  in  finding  solutions  for 
the  word's  problems,  particularly  the  one  of 
living  together  in  peace,  than  those  who  deny 
and  teach  denial  of  the  personality  of  God  and 
His  fatherhood  of  the  spirits  of  men. 

By  so  doing,  they  rob  brotherhood  of  its 
firmest  prop,  they  rob  man  of  the  dignity  of  a 
noble  lineage  ,and  they  take  from  him  the  most 
impelling  incentives  to  live  to  be  worthy  of  his 
inheritance  and  to  come  back  again  into  the 
eternal  presence  of  the  author  of  his  life.  I  do 
not  see  how  it  is  possible  for  men  of  religion  to 
do  much  for  the  sorry  world  unless  they  can 
establish  and  re-establish  this  fundamental 
doctrine  of  the  veritable  fatherhood  of  God. 
Sovereignty  of  Saviour 

I  grant  that  good  may  come,  and  does  come, 
from  teaching  and  extolling  the  attributes  of 
Deity,  and  particularly  the  virtues  emanating 
from  the  life  and  ministry  of  the  Saviour  of 
the  world.  His  incomparable  teachings  to  be 
most  effective,  must  be  authentic.  We  cannot 
consistently  worship  at  the  shrine  of  the 
attributes  and  deny  the  sovereignty  of  the 
King.  The  Lord  is  a  teacher,  a  persuader,  and 
guardian,  but  He  is  first  of  all  a  creator  and  a 
lawgiver,  and  the  Supreme  Judge  of  all.  He  is 
not  only  the  exemplar  of  right;  He  is  the 
author  and  the  source  of  right.  There  is  no 
(Continued  on  page  182) 
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right  that  is  not  compatihle  with  His  law  and 
His  will.  To  know  His  mind  and  His  will 
should  be  the  quest  of  every  life. 

Spiritual  Natures 

It  is  ordained  that  man  should  have  joy.  Joy 
and  happiness  are  truly  achieved  where  living 
conforms  to  law, — divine  law.  Divine  law  is 
spiritual  in  origin  and  applications;  its  con- 
straints and  rewards  are  likewise  of  a  spiritual 
nature.  That  is  why,  if  we  are  to  have  joyful 
living,  we  should  be  ever  conscious  of  our 
spiritual  natures  and  our  lineage  with  the 
Father. 

We  keep  alive  this  consciousness  in  prayer 
and  spiritual  exercise.  Spiritual  association  is 
of  immeasurable  value  in  spiritual  growth.  Not 
infrequently  you  hear  a  man  say,  "I  don't 
need  to  go  to  church.  I  can  worship  in  nature 
and  in  the  works  of  creation." 

Such  a  man  discounts  the  value  of  religious 
association,  the  commingling  of  spirits  and  the 
interaction  of  personalities  I  believe  that  man 
has  divine  attributes  emanating  from  divine 
lineage.  The  Spirit  of  the  Father  is  dis- 
tributed through  the  Universe,  and  influences 
all  life  and  all  things. 

There  is  a  spirit  in  man  which,  within  the 
limitations  of  his  contacts  in  life,  radiates  from 
him  and  touches  the  lives  and  things  about 
him.  This  spirit  may  be  called  personality. 
Whatever  it  is  called,  it  exists  and  it  is  a  potent 
force.  When  once  set  in  motion  it  cannot  well 
be  controlled,  but  fortunately  it  is  within  our 
power  to  determine  the  characteristics  which 
go  into  the  structure  of  our  lives  and  thus  de- 
termine the  influences  and  radiations  which 
come  from  us.  Our  living  will  mould  these 
characteristics  into  our  lives. 

I  am  well  aware  that  these  are  commonplace 
statements.  There  is  no  novelty  in  them. 
Where,  my  friends,  is  there  novelty  in  the 
Word  of  God?  The  only  place  I  have  been 
able  to  discover  any  failure  in  the  Word  is 
in  the  novelty  of  man's  interpretations.  The 
Word  of  God  is  not  difficult  to  understand.  It 
is  the  words  of  men  about  God  that  perplex 
us. 

Respect  for  Divine  Law 

The  greatest  of  all  knowledge  is  to  know 
God,  and  the  greatest  achievement  of  all  life 
is  to  so  live  that  the  Father  can  bestow  His 
highest  blessings  on  us.  The  spiritual  laws  of 
the  Universe  are  just  as  inexorable  as  are  the 
laws  of  Nature.  Every  blessing  is  predicated 
on  obedience  to  the  law. 

This  applies  to  a  nation  as  well  as  to  an 
individual.     There  can  be  no  spiritual  growth 


in  a  nation  which  does  not  respect  divine  law, 
and  all  nations  will  die  without  spiritual 
growth.  Material  prosperity  alone  will  not 
suffice  and  will  not  endure.  The  measure  and 
manifestation  of  spiritual  growth  is  goodness. 
So,  my  good  friends,  the  worship  of  this  hour, 
and  all  true  worship,  is  rededication  of  self  and 
life  to  goodness. 

We  all  know  how  much  the  world  needs 
that  dedication  to-day,  but  I  know  of  no  way 
of  carrying  forth  the  process  of  spiritual  re- 
generation except  that  which  seems  a  painfully 
slow  method  of  each  person  touching  the  spirit 
of  another  with  the  radiation  of  his  own 
innate  goodness.  The  only  thing  that  our 
country  has  to  fear  is  spiritual  disintegration 
within  ourselves. 

Absence   of  Spiritual    Kinship 

I  had  a  striking  example  of  the  absence  of 
and  the  need  for  recognition  of  spiritual  kin- 
ship in  man  a  few  months  ago  as  I  travelled 
through  the  countries  of  Lebanon,  Syria,  and 
Trans  Jordan  to  Arab  Jerusalem.  I  have  never 
seen  before,  except  perhaps  in  East  Berlin,  such 
suspicion,  distrust,  and  enmity  written  on  the 
faces  of  men.  To  an  American  accustomed  to 
cordial  greetings  and  friendly  smiling  faces, 
although  sometimes  a  bit  clouded  with  aloof- 
ness and  pretended  snobbish  indifference  (I  say 
pretended  because  I  believe  that  at  heart  all 
Americans  are  friendly  and  cordial),  it  was  a 
distinct  shock  to  see  human  nature  so  per- 
verted in  the  relations  which  men  in  the  Lord's 
providence  bear  to  each  other. 

The  perversion  was  particularly  noticeable 
and  regrettable  in  Jerusalem,  the  very  land 
where  the  Saviour  spent  much  of  His  earthly 
life  and  performed  His  transcendent  Mission. 
The  intense  and  cruel  animosities  built  up  be- 
tween the  peoples  of  this  so-called  Holy  Land 
were  a  most  painful  refutation  of  everything 
that  was  taught  and  practised  by  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  I  could  not  discover  even  a  vestige  of 
adherance  to  His  marvellous  doctrine  which 
He  left  with  His  disciples  in  that  loving 
declaration,  "Except  ye  are  one  ye  are  not 
mine." 

Remedy  for  Sick  World 

Do  you  think,  my  friends,  that  such  a  sickly 
spiritual  world  can  be  cured  by  the  mere  ex- 
ternal application  of  economic  slaves?  I  know 
we  all  wish  and  pray  that  the  underprivileged 
and  distressed  peoples  of  the  world  might  have 
food,  raiment,  and  shelter;  and  I  believe  that 
most  of  us  are  willing  to  sacrifice  to  that  end. 

I  saw  the  dire  need  for  relief  in  the  terrible 
conditions  prevailing  in  the  camps  of  Pales- 
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VcmamaAoI  Men . . . " 


By  Sister  Alma  Schroeder 

Soon  it  will  be  Christmas,  and  once  again 
the  thoughts  and  actions  of  the  people  of  the 
world  will  turn  to  "peace  on  earth,  goodwill 
toward  men."  Christmas,  a  season  in  which 
our  hearts  are  softened  to  all  those  about  us. 
As  hate  and  malice  are  cast  aside,  we  come  to 
a  realization  that  we  are  not  alone  in  the 
world.  We  look  around  us  and  see  those  of 
our  fellowmen  who  are  in  need,  and  now, 
without  worrying  about  race,  creed  or  colour, 
stretch  forth  a  helping  hand.  We  do  these 
things  now  because  Christmas  is  a  time  when 
our  thoughts  are  taken  back  to  the  humble 
stable  at  Bethlehem,  and  the  birth  of  our 
Saviour.  We  also  remember  now,  the  pain 
and  suffering  that  Jesus  Christ  went  through 
for  our  sake,  and  in  remembering  these  things 
our  hearts  are  filled  with  love  for  all  mankind. 

My  Brothers  and  Sisters  why  should  every 
day  not  be  Christmas.  These  people  who  need 
our  love  and  help  are  still  about  us.  We  work 
with  them,  we  play  with  them,  we  meet  them 
casually  each  day.  Our  love  for  mankind  need 
not  be  confined  to  one  season,  but  can,  and 
should  be  remembered  every  day  of  our  lives. 

We  pray  for  peace  on  earth,  but  can  we  ever 
hope  to  attain  this  peace  if  we  as  nations  can- 
not live  together  in  love  and  harmony.  Nations 
cannot  live  together  until  its  people  learn  to  do 
so,  and  its  people  can  only  do  so  if  they  learn 
to  love  one  another.  A  learned  man 
approached  the  Saviour  on  one  occasion  and 
asked  Him  which  was  the  greatest  command- 
ment in  the  Law.  Jesus  answered  him,  "Thou 
shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind. 
This  is  the  first  and  great  commandment.  And 
the  second  is  like  unto  it.  Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbour  as  thyself."  (Matt.  22:  27-39.) 

Does  a  bond  of  love  exist  within  our  families 
so  strong  that  hate  and  jealousy,  and  all  other 
things  which  destroy  love,  cannot  enter?  If 
there  does  not  ,then  let  us  begin  to  make  it  so, 
for  we  cannot  extend  love  to  our  fellowmen,  if 
we  have  not  learned  to  love  those  nearest  us. 
Can  we  look  across  at  our  neighbour  and  smile 
and  wave,  and  have  him  acknowledge  our 
greeting.     Or  will  he  turn  his  face  the  other 


way?  How  can  we  expect  our  nation  to  be  one 
which  is  built  on  love,  if  we  cannot  look  across 
a  hedge  and  wave.  "...  Love  your  enemies, 
bless  them  that  curse  you,  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  de- 
spitefully  use  you,  and  persecute  you;  That  ye 
may  be  the  children  of  your  Father,  which  is 
in  heaven:  .  .  .  For  if  ye  love  them  which  love 
you,  what  reward  have  ye?  Do  not  even  the 
publicans  the  same?"  (Matt.  5:  44-46.) 

If  we  are  to  learn  to  love  our  neighbour,  our 
enemies,  those  who  hate  us,  those  who  do  us 
wrong  and  persecute  us.  then  we  must  first  of 
all,  learn  to  forgive.  Unfortunately  there  are 
always  those  among  us  who  are  thoughtless, 
cruel,  inconsiderate  unscrupulous,  and  as  long 
as  we  live,  our  lives  will  come  into  contact  with 
such  as  these,  and  we  will  have  our  feelings 
hurt.  It  will  be  of  no  benefit  to  us,  in  fact  it 
will  destroy  our  souls,  if  we  harbour  these 
hurts.  Christ  knew  this,  and  therefore  he  in- 
structed us  to  forgive  all  men  for  the  wrong 
they  do  to  us,  even  as  we  wished  to  be  for- 
given. 

The  most  outstanding  example  of  forgive- 
ness, was  Jesus  Christ  himself.  Here  was  a 
man  who  was  hated;  who  was  driven  from 
cities;  who  was  mocked  and  jeered  at;  who 
was  brought  to  trial  more  than  once,  unjustly; 
who  was  betrayed  and  finally,  crucified,  and 
yet  as  He  hung  on  the  cross,  His  heart  was  so 
filled  with  love  for  those  who  had  wronged 
him,  that  He  prayed,  "Father,  forgive  them; 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do."  (Luke  23: 
34.)  If  Jesus  Christ  could  at  a  time  like  that 
see  fit  to  forgive,  how  much  more  should  we 
forgive  those  who  wrong  us. 

It  was  once  said  by  someone,  "In  the  very 

depths  of  your  soul  dig  a  grave;  let  it  be  as 

some  forgotten  spot  to  which  no  path  leads; 

and  there  in  the  eternal  silence  bury  the  wrongs 
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A     GIFT     FOR     HIM 


By  Leila  Marlen  Hoggan 

Long  ago  the  Magi  followed  a  starlit  path 
across  the  world  to  the  manger  cradle  of  the 
Christ  child.  They  came  that  they  might  kneel 
in  reverence  before  Him  and  acknowledge  Him 
their  king.    They  brought  for  Him  rare  gifts. 

Since  that  day  long  ago  the  beautiful  custom 
of  giving  gifts  on  His  birthday  has  continued. 
This  one  day  of  all  the  year  is  set  apart  in  our 
hearts  as  a  day  on  which  to  give  and  forgive, 
that  we  may  be  at  peace  with  Him. 

Life  is  a  pilgrimage,  a  long  search  for  happi- 
ness. As  we  follow  dim  trails  down  the  years 
we  gather  treasures  along  the  way,  gifts  that 
we  hope  will  bring  us  eternal  joy.  But  do  we 
always  choose  wisely  and  well? 

Here  are  bright  coins  to  add  to  our  material 
gain,  and  here  are  symbols  to  increase  our 
worldly  power.  Here  is  a  charm  that  will 
give  us  social  prestige,  and  here  a  secret  that 
will  magnify  our  efficiency.  As  we  look  over 
our  acquired  possessions  we  feel  very  self-con- 
fident. Out  of  the  years  we  feel  that  we  have 
gathered  a  goodly  store. 

But  at  the  season  of  gift  giving  we  are  con- 
scious of  the  nearness  of  an  unseen  presence 
that  sets  our  hearts  singing.  We  stand  in  awed 
silence  in  contemplation  of  the  life  of  Him 
whose  birth  we  celebrate.  Were  He  a  Christ- 
mas guest  in  our  home,  would  we  be  prepared 
to  receive  Him?  Would  we  have  a  token  of 
affection  for  Him  whose  natal  day  we  com- 
memorate? Would  we  have  an  appropriate 
gift  for  the  Giver  of  all  good  gifts?  Or  would 
we  spread  our  treasures  before  us  that  we 
might  see  them  more  plainly,  and  failing  to 
find  in  our  prized  collection  anything  that 
would  be  suitable,  would  our  store  of  treasure 
seem  suddenly  to  lose  its  value? 

A  gift  for  the  King  of  Kings,  the  Prince  of 
Peace!  Where  in  all  the  world  could  one  find 
a  gift  worthy  of  Him?  What  would  come  out 
of  humble  lives  that  would  be  great  enough  to 
offer  Him? 

Let  us  remember  that  the  greatest  gifts  are 
not  something  that  can  be  held  in  our  two 
hands,  something  that  can  be  obtained  sud- 
denly. Great  gifts  grow  with  the  years  out  of 
the  fullness  of  the  heart:  love  of  fellow  man, 
devotion  to  a  great  cause,  high  service,  un- 
selfish service  for  truth,  gracious  loving  ways, 
kindly  deeds. 

Then,  too,  let  us  remember  the  divine  way 


of  gift  giving.  Let  us  remember  that  the 
Master's  gift  of  life  eternal  is  held  in  trust  for 
all  of  the  children  of  men.  We  accept  it  little 
by  little,  day  by  day,  as  we  learn  to  walk  in 
the  path  that  He  has  marked  out,  as  we  come 
to  follow  the  light  that  He  holds  high  for  our 
guidance.  We  can  do  this  more  readily  if  we 
read  His  words  often  and  cherish  the  promises 
He  has  given  us.  Every  service  we  perform  in 
preparing  to  receive  His  gifts  brings  its  imme- 
diate reward  in  increased  joy  and  spiritual 
growth. 

As  we  prepare  by  wholesome  living  to  re- 
ceive God's  gift  of  eternal  life,  our  very  pre- 
paration is  providing  our  gift  for  Him.  For 
surely  our  gift  to  the  Master  is  our  life,  with 
all  its  joy  and  gladness,  its  success  and  achieve- 
ment, its  virtue,  and  wholesome  sweetness. 

As  our  lives  are  made  richer  and  more 
abundant  through  obedience  to  His  laws,  our 
gift  to  the  Master  becomes  more  precious,  for 
our  salvation  is  His  glory. 

His  blessings  are  awaiting  us  every  day  of 
every  year  if  we  will  open  our  hearts  to  receive 
them.  But  if  we  remember  Him  only  on  occa- 
sions, how  can  we  hope  to  grow  toward  the 
ideal  He  has  set  for  us;  how  can  we  hope  to 
become  more  like  Him  day  by  day?  Is  it  not 
advisable  for  us  to  so  live  that  we  may  walk  in 
His  holy  unseen  presence,  not  only  on  Christ- 
mas Day,  but  on  every  day?  Is  it  not  wise  to 
so  live  that  we  may  invite  Him  to  become  an 
ever-present  guest  under  our  humble  roof? 

Let  us  try  to  make  our  high  moments  of  de- 
votion more  permanent  and  enduring. 


(Continued  from  page  182) 
tinian  refugees  around  the  big  cities  of  the 
Near  East,  but  I  am  just  as  sure  as  that  I 
speak  to  you  this  day  that  there  is  one,  and 
only  one  remedy  which  can  bring  complete 
recovery  —  and  that  remedy  is  the  spirit.  I 
give  first  place  in  such  remedy  to  the  teachings 
of  the  Lord,  some  of  which  I  have  tried,  very 
inadequately,  to  outline  for  you  today. 

The  Lord  keep  us  humble,  free  from  arro- 
gance and  self-sufficiency.  May  we  never  for- 
get that  He  is  the  Father  of  our  spirits,  that 
our  lineage  is  noble,  that  life  is  not  cheap,  and 
that  kinship  of  spirits  is  the  foundation  of 
brotherhood.  We  long  for  peace:  we  pray  for 
the  enduring  peace  of  goodness  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Amen. 
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NEW   APPOINTMENTS 

Richard  L.  Evans — New  Apostle 


For  the  past  1 5  years  Elder  Richard  L.  Evans 
has  served  diligently  and  devotedly  as  one  of 
the  General  Authorities  of  the  Church.  His 
service  has  been  varied  and  has  brought  him 
wide  recognition,  to  the  point  where  he  is  one 
of  the  best  known  nationally  of  the  Church 
leaders. 

New  fields  of  service,  more  opportunities  for 
accomplishment  await  him  now  in  his  new 
calling  as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve.  He  was  sustained  an  apostle  on 
October  4th,  1953  in  General  Conference.  His 
appointment  fills  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Elder  Albert  E.  Bowen. 

Elder  Evans  was  but  32  years  of  age  in  Octo- 
ber, 1938,  when  he  was  named  to  the  First 
Council  of  Seventy.  Now,  at  47,  he  becomes 
the  youngest  of  the  members  of  the  Council  of 
the  Twelve. 

The  newest  apostle  is  widely  known  through- 
out the  Church  and  the  country  for  his  out- 
standing contributions  in  the  field  of  literature 
and  religious  thought.  He  is  probably  best 
known  for  his  "Spoken  Word"  which  has  gone 
forth  from  Temple  Square  each  Sunday  morn- 
ing as  a  part  pf  the  Tabernacle  Choir  broadcast 
to  the  nation.  These  bits  of  religious 
philosophy  have  been  published  in  several 
volumes  that  have  enjoyed  wide  distribution. 
He  has  written  and  produced  this  coast-to-coast 
network  programme  for  the  past  two  decades. 


Many  other  prominent  activities  have  had 
demands  on  his  attention  during  the  past  15 
years  as  one  of  the  General  Authorities.  He 
is  editor  of  the  Improvement  Era,  and  for 
several  years  has  been  director  of  the  Bureau 
of  Information  and  missionary  guide  services 
on  Temple  Square. 

Elder  Evans  comes  to  his  new  position  with 
a  wide  experience  in  business,  education,  re- 
ligious, editorial,  and  civic  fields. 

In  addition  to  producing  the  weekly  nation- 
wide broadcast  of  the  Tabernacle  Choir,  Elder 
Evans  has  handled  many  major  network  assign- 
ments originating  in  Salt  Lake  City  and  the 
Mountain  West. 

Elder  Evans  has  been  active  for  many 
years  in  civic  work  and  is  a  past  president  of 
the  Salt  Lake  City  Rotary  Club  and  currently 
president  of  the  Bonneville  Knife  and  Fork 
Club.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
regents  of  the  University  of  Utah  and  has 
served  as  president  of  the  University  of  Utah 
Alumni  Association  for  the  past  three  years. 
He  is  a  director  of  the  Radio  Service  Corpora- 
tion of  Utah  (KSL),  and  a  director  of  the 
David  W.  Evans  Advertising  Agency. 

He  was  married  in  August,  1933,  in  the  Salt 
Lake  Temple  to  Alice  Ruth  Thornley,  of  Kays- 
ville,  Utah.  They  are  the  parents  of  four  sons, 
Richard  L.  Jr.,  18,  John,  15,  Stephen,  12,  and 
William  9. 


Hugh  B.  Brown — New  Assistant  to  the  Twelve 


President  of  two  stakes,  twice  president  of 
the  British  Mission  and  several  years  as  co- 
ordinator and  advisor  of  the  L.D.S.  men  in  the 
armed  services. 

This  is  but  a  part  of  the  prominent  record 
of  Elder  Hugh  B.  Brown,  sustained  October 
4th,  1953,  to  become  an  assistant  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Twelve.  The  newly  appointed 
General  Authority  is  well-known  throughout 
the  Church  for  his  leadership  of  youth,  for  his* 
missionary  endeavour  and  for  his  ability  as  a 
public  speaker.  His  writings  and  sermons 
are  an  important  contribution  to  Church 
literature. 


One  of  his  major  responsibilities  has  been 
that  of  co-ordinator  of  Latter-day  Saint  boys 
in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States.  This 
duty  took  him  into  many  camps  and  many 
areas  of  activity  during  World  War  II,  includ- 
ing England  during  the  days  of  the  bomb  blitz. 

Twice  Elder  Brown  served  as  president  of 
the  British  Mission,  and  is  well  known  in  Salt 
Lake  City  as  the  former  president  of  the 
Granite  Stake.  More  recently  he  served  for 
four  years,  1946  to  1950,  as  professor  of  re- 
ligion and  co-ordinator  of  veterans  affairs  at 
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the    Bringham    Young    University    in     Provo, 
Utah. 

He  resigned  from  the  B.Y.U.  in  April,  1950, 
to  resume  private  law  practice,  with  offices  in 
Salt  Lake  City  and  Edmonton,  Alberta, 
Canada.     He  was  in  the  latter  city  when  noti- 


fied of  his  appointment  as  one  of  the  General 
Authorities  of  the  Church. 

Elder  Brown  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City  on 
October  26,  1883,  a  son  of  Homer  M.  and 
Lydia  Jane  Brown.  He  has  always  had  a  love 
for  education  and  development,  and  has  used 
his  outstanding  abilities  and  knowledge  in 
leading  positions  in  the  Church  and  State. 


Marion   Duff  Hanks — New   Member  of  First  Council 

of  the  Seventy 


As  one  of  the  youngest  men  appointed 
among  the  General  Authorities  in  many  years. 
Elder  Marion  D.  Hanks,  31,  Sunday,  October 
4th,  was  sustained  as  one  of  the  First  Council 
of  the  Seventy. 

His  appointment  brought  into  the  ranks  of 
the  Church  officials  one  who,  though  young  in 
years,  is  well  known  in  the  Salt  Lake  City  area 
as  a  leader  and  champion  of  youth,  and  who 
has  marked  ability  and  experience. 

Elder  Hanks  has  been  close  to  the  young 
people  of  the  Salt  Lake  Area  through  his 
athletic  activities,  as  a  teacher  of  seminary  and 
institute  and  as  a  popular  speaker  at  fireside 
gatherings. 

He  has  given  extensively  of  his  time  to  the 
missionary  service  of  the  Church,  including  a 
mission  to  the  Northern  States,  1942  to  1944; 


two  years  in  the  U.S.  Navy  during  which  he 
was  a  group  leader  and  an  acting  chaplain  on 
board  ship  in  the  South  Pacific,  and  for  the 
past  seven  years  as  a  guide  and  then  as  assis- 
tant director  of  the  Bureau  of  Information. 

Elder  Hanks  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City  on 
October  13,  1921,  a  son  of  Stanley  Alonzo 
Hanks  and  Maude  Frame  Hanks.  His  father 
has  been  dead  for  the  past  29  years.  His 
widowed  mother  lives  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

For  two  years  Elder  Hanks  has  been  one  of 
the  instructors  in  the  Mission  Home.  He  has 
taught  Book  of  Mormon  and  conducted  a  class 
in  difficult  questions  for  the  missionaries. 

He  was  married  on  August  27,  1949,  in  the 
Hawaiian  Temple  to  Maxine  Christensen  of 
Honolulu.  They  have  two  daughters,  Susan 
Gay  3,  and  Nancy  Marie,  aged  2. 


(Continued  from  page  183) 
you  have  suffered.  Your  heart  will  feel  as  if 
a  load  had  fallen  from  it,  and  a  divine  peace 
come  to  abide  with  you."  Let  us  all  strive  to 
do  this.  Let  us  learn  to  forgive,  and  so  build 
up  a  bond  of  love  and  unity  with  our  fellow- 
men. 

One  of  the  greatest  joys  that  come  to  us  as 
members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  is  the  love  that  exists  be- 
tween us.  No  matter  where  we  go  in  this 
world,  no  matter  what  language  is  spoken, 
there  is  always  the  same  feeling  of  love  and 
unity,  and  this  because  we  have  the  true,  re- 
stored Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

However,  we  find  that  even  within  our  num- 
ber there  are  those  who  have  strayed  away  for 
various  reasons.  Some  because  they  did  not 
like  those  who  have  been  placed  in  positions  of 
leadership;  others  because  they  had  failed  to 
keep  the  commandments  of  God,  and  still 
others,  because  they  felt  that  the  effort  in  keep- 
ing these  commandments  was  too  great.  What 
is  our  responsibility  to  such  as  these?  "How 


think  ye?  If  a  man  have  a  hundred  sheep, 
and  one  of  them  be  gone  astray,  doth  he  not 
leave  the  ninety  and  nine,  and  goeth  into  the 
mountains  and  seeketh  that  which  is  gone 
astray?  And  if  so  be  that  he  find  it,  verily  I 
say  unto  you,  he  rejoiceth  more  of  that  sheep, 
than  of  the  ninety  and  nine  which  went 
not  astray."  (Matt.  18:   12-13.) 

If  ye  know  someone  who  has  strayed  from 
our  numbers,  let  us  make  a  special  effort  to 
bring  him  back  into  the  fold.  Let  us  put  our 
arms  around  them,  and  love  them  back,  so  that 
they  too  may  enjoy  the  blessings  that  we  enjoy 
as  the  choice  sons  and  daughters  of  God.  This 
is  our  responsibility.  "Remember  the  worth 
of  souls  is  great  in  the  sight  of  God  .  .  .  And 
how  great  is  his  joy  in  the  soul  that  repenteth! 
.  .  .  And  if  it  so  be  that  you  should  labour  all 
your  days  in  crying  repentance  unto  these 
people,  and  bring,  save  it  be  one  soul  unto  me, 
how  great  shall  be  your  joy  with  him  in  the 
kingdom  of  my  Father!  And  now,  if  your  joy 
will  be  great  with  one  soul  that  you  have 
(Continued  on  page   187) 
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brougt  unto  me  in  the  kingdom  of  my  Father, 
how  great  will  be  your  joy  if  you  should  bring 
many  souls  unto  me."  (D.  &  C.  18:  10,  13,  15, 
16.) 

We  give  gifts  at  Christmas  time  to  bring  joy 
and  happiness  into  the  lives  of  others,  but 
there  are  other  gifts  that  can  be  given  freely 
all  during  the  year,  that  bring  much  more 
joy  and  happiness.  Have  you  ever  seen  the 
face  of  a  stranger  light  up  as  you  smile,  or  per- 
haps greet  him  or  her?  Have  you  seen  the 
look  of  gratitude  on  the  face  of  an  old  person 
as  you  give  assistance  across  a  busy  thorough- 
fare? Have  you  seen  the  peaceful,  contented 
look  on  the  face  of  a  sick  person,  on  whom 
you  have  just  called.  The  proud  look  of  a 
mother  or  father,  as  their  child  does  something 
to  help  them?  The  thankfulness  of  a  neigh- 
bour, for  some  services  rendered  by  you?  The 
look  of  happiness  on  the  face  of  one  of  the 
leaders  in  a  Branch,  or  one  of  the  organiza- 
tions, as  he  is  sustained  in  his  calling,  by  the 
acts  of  the  members  within  the  Branch?  These 
are  some  of  the  gifts,  and  there  are  many 
more,  that  can  be  given  freely,  that  will  bring 
joy  and  happiness  to  those  about  us.  In  giving 
gifts  such  as  these,  we  manifest  our  true  love 
for  all  minkind.  If  we  distribute  these  gifts 
every  day  of  our  lives,  then  our  love  will  spread 
forth  and  soon  will  consume  the  whole  earth, 
and  then  we,  all  the  peoples  of  the  world  as  one 
in  love  and  unity,  can  raise  our  voices,  and 
truly  sing,  "Glory  to  God  in  the  highest  and 
on  earth  peace,  goodwill  toward  men." 


STATISTICS 


BIRTHS   and   BLESSINGS 

BLAINE  DUMANT  PROVICH,  son  of  Andrew 
and  Kethleen  Peddle  Provich,  was  blessed  on 
the  2nd  August,  1953,  by  Brother  Norman  G. 
Muir  at  Ramah. 

ANTHONY  ARCHIBALD  SANDERS,  son  of 
Donald  and  Johanna  Bailey  Sanders,  was 
blessed  on  the  1st  November,  1953,  by  Brother 
Hans  Rohde  at  Pretoria. 

ILONA  GAIL  SANDERS,  daughter  of  Donald 
and  Johanna  Bailey  Sanders,  was  blessed  on 
the  1st  November,  1953,  by  Elder  George  B. 
Everton  at  Pretoria. 

MARGARET  ROSE  CALTEAUX,  daughter  of 
Norman  and  Rose  Munnich  Calteaux,  was 
blessed  on  the  1st  November,  1953,  by  Elder 
Michael  J.  Clarke  at  Ramah. 

GEOFFREY  ROBERT  TAYLOR,  son  of  Ronald 
and  Gloria  Matthews  Taylor,  was  blessed  on 
the  1st  November,  1953,  by  Elder  Michael  J. 
Clarke  at  Ramah. 

PETRUS  JACOBUS  SANDERS,  son  of  Frank 
and  Elizabeth  Coetzer  Sanders,  was  blessed  on 
the  11th  October,  1953,  by  Elder  George  B. 
Everton  at  Pretoria. 


ELIZABETH  DENISE  THIETZ,  daughter  of 
Gustav  and  Elizabeth  van  Heyningen  Thietz, 
was  blessed  on  the  1st  November,  1953,  by 
Brother  Daniel  A.  Cherrett  at  Mowbray. 

DAVID  GORDON  ALLEN,  son  of  John  and 
Queenie  Everton  Allen,  was  blessed  on  the  11th 
October,  1953,  by  Elder  Gerald  Weinheimer  at 
Port  Elizabeth. 

KENNETH  DAVID  SPANGENBERG,  son.  was 
born  to  John  and  Cynthia  Jakins  Spangenberg 
on  the  11th  September,  1953,  at  Mowbray,  Cape 
Town.     (Members  of  the  Bellville  Branch.) 

BAPTISMS 

HEINZ  ALFRED  YVANKE,  was  baptised  and 
confirmed  on  the  25th  October,  1953,  by  Elder 
Michael  J.  Clarke  at  Krugersdorp. 

BRIAN  HENRY  SPEAR,  son  of  Sydney  and  Inez 
Altona  Spear,  was  baptised  on  the  25th  Octo- 
ber, 1953,  by  Sydney  John  Spear  and  confirmed 
on  the  same  day  by  President  LeRoy  H. 
Duncan  at  Bloemfontein. 

JOHANNA  (BAILEY)  SANDERS  was  baptised 
and  confirmed  on  the  25th  October,  1953,  by 
Elder  George  B.  Everton  at  Pretoria. 

JOSEPH  HENRY  FRANCE-BROTHERTON  was 
baptised  and  confirmed  on  the  25th  October, 
1953,  by  Elder  George  B.  Everton  at  Pretoria. 

MARGARIETHA  MAGDALENA  (BEYERS) 
FRANCE-BROTHERTON  was  baptised  on  the 
25th  October,  1953,  by  Elder  George  B.  Everton 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Brother 
Cecil  Lionel  Bibb  at  Pretoria. 

HAROLD  EDWARD  FRANCE-BROTHERTON, 
son  of  Joseph  and  Margarietha  Beyers  France- 
Brotherton,  was  baptised  on  the  25th  October, 
1953,  by  Elder  George  B.  Everton  and  con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Hans  Rohde  at 
Pretoria. 

VIVIENNE  HELEN  VAN  STADEN,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  and  Eileen  Hollingworth  Van  Staden, 
was  baptised  on  the  15th  November,  1953,  by 
Brother  William  H.  Brummer  and  confirmed 
on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Michael  J.  Clarke  at 
North  Western. 

SIDNEY  ERNEST  CLARK  was  baptised  and 
confirmed  on  the  1st  November,  1953,  by  Elder 
Michael  J.  Clarke  at  Ramah. 

STEPHANUS  JACOBUS  DE  JONGH  was  bap- 
tised and  confirmed  on  the  1st  November, 
1953,  by  Elder  George  B.  Everton  at  Pretoria. 

GWENDOLINE  FLORENCE  (RICHARDS) 
JONES  was  baptised  on  the  22nd  November. 
1953,  by  Elder  Byron  Y.  Low  and  confirmed  on 
the  same  day  by  Elder  John  R.  Kennard,  at 
Durban. 

MARGARET  ALISON  (FORSTER)  PERKINS 
was  baptised  on  the  22nd  November.  1953.  by 
Elder  O.  Gordon  Lyman  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood  at  Durban. 

IRENE  ELLIS  was  baptised  on  the  22nd  Novem- 
ber, 1953,  by  Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood  and  con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Thomas  E. 
Smith  at  Durban. 

ORDINATIONS 

MARTINUS  SISSE  TOL  was  ordained  to  the 
office  of  an  Elder  in  the  Melchizedek  Priest- 
hood on  the  25th  October.  1953.  by  Elder  W.  E. 
Barrv  Mayo  at  Bloemfontein. 

CHARLES  KENNETH  POWRIE  was  ordained  to 
the  office  of  a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priest- 
hood on  the  25th  October,  1953,  by  Elder 
George  B.  Everton  at  Krugersdorp. 

(Continued  on  page  188) 
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IMMIGRANTS 

ALBERT  and  BETTY  COXON  LEWIS  with 
their  two  daughters,  DAWN  and  DEIRDRE, 
sailed  for  England  where  they  plan  to  spend  a 
short  visit  before  travelling  on  to  the  United 
Staes  where  they  hope  to  make  their  home. 
They  leave  the  Springs  Branch. 


ARRIVALS 


ELDERS  GARY  E.  ELLIOTT,  JOHN  R.  KEN- 
NARD,  and  RONALD  O.  RAGSDALE  arrived 
aboard  the  "Carnarvon  Castle"  on  November 
12th,  1953.  Elder  Elliott  comes  from  Farming- 
ton,  Utah;  Elder  Kennard  from  Montpelier, 
Idaho,  and  Elder  Ragsdale  from  Boise,  Idaho, 
all  from  United  States. 

Elder  Eliott  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
Goodwood,  Cape,  with  Elder  John  F.  Grismore. 


Elder  Kennard  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
Durban  with  Elder  Byron  Y.  Low  and  Elder 
Ragsdale  has  also  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
Durban  with  Elder  Thomas  E.  Smith  as  his 
companion. 

May  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  be  with  these 
elders  as  they  commence  their  missionary 
work,  and  may  they  be  led  to  those  who  are 
seeking  the  truth. 


TRANSFERS 


ELDER  DEAN  JARMAN  was  transferred  to 
Bloemfontein  from  the  Cape  District  to  labour 
with  Elder  Orval  J.  Birks  on  October  28th. 
1953. 

ELDER  KENNETH  L.  LEE  was  transferred  from 
Northern  Rhodesia  to  Benoni,  Transvaal,  to 
labour  with  Elder  Ruel  C.  Ryer,  on  November 
14th,  1953. 


POUT  KIZABETH 


MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Alwin  Hubert, 
129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point,  C.T. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  Sister 
Margery  Osborne,  the  wife  of  Brother  Gilbert 
Osborne,  into  the  membership  of  the  Church. 
Sister  Margery  was  baptized  on  Sunday,  27th 
October,  by  Elder  Donald  M.  Cole. 

Our  choir  has  gone  into  practice  again,  and 
we  look  forward  to  hearing  from  them  often 
during  the  coming  season. 

With  the  coming  of  the  finer  weather  several 
of  our  members  have  decided  to  take  their 
annual  vacations.  Brother  Pieter  and  Sister 
Yvonne  van  Rhyn  have  taken  baby  Linda  for  a 
trip  to  Natal,  and  Sister  Lorraine  Bibb  is  off  on 
a  trip  to  Pretoria. 


We  offer  our  very  sincerest  sympathy  to 
Sisters  Clara  MacAdam  and  Edith  Wiid  who 
have  been  bereaved  of  a  brother.  We  know 
that  the  Lord  will  comfort  these  dear  sisters  in 
their  sorrow. 

Elder  Cole  has  been  transferred  to  labour  in 
Northern  Rhodesia  for  the  remaining  few 
months  of  his  Mission. 

Sister  Maatjie  Friemond  has  been  on  the 
sick-list  and  so  has  Sister  Neale.  We  trust  that 
these  two  sisters  are  now  feeling  much  better. 
A  victim  to  the  fashionable  virus  flu  was  Sister 
Susan  Shelver,  and  we  are  glad  that  she  is  now 
fully  recovered. 

The  Primary  had  charge  of  the  Sunday  even- 
ing service  on  the  1st  of  November.  The  entire 
group  took  part  in  a  "family  gathering,"  and 
the  songs  and  little  playlet  were  enjoyed  by  all 
present.  Sister  Johanna  Fourie,  the  Mission 
Primary  Mother,  spoke  on  the  history  of  the 
Children's  Primary  Hospital  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

After  the  service,  we  held  a  "Fireside  Chat," 
where  Brother  and  Sister  Fourie  showed  us 
pictures  of  the  Primary  Hospital  and  movies  of 
their  trip  to  America. 

Baby  Elizabeth  Thietz  was  blessed  at  Fast 
and  Testimony  Meeting  on  the  1st. 

M.I. A.  held  a  party  on  the  3rd  November.  It 
was  a  games  evening  and  everyone  present  en- 
joyed the  various  games  and  refreshments. 

A  party  of  a  different  nature  was  given  by 
the  Branch  on  Wednesday  evening,  when  we  all 
assembled  in  the  Hall  to  bid  farewell  to  Brother 
Dan  Cherrett,  who  has  been  transferred  to 
Windhoek,  South  West  Africa.  This  farewell 
was  given  to  all  the  family,  but  we  shall  still 
have  Sister  Theo  and  Lynette  with  us  until  the 
middle  of  December.  President  Duncan  ad- 
dressed the  gathering  and  told  of  the  many 
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things  which  Brother  Dan  has  done  for  the 
Branch,  during  his  period  of  office  and  our 
District  President,  Brother  John  Wilson,  also 
spoke  of  the  efficient  and  helpful  way  in 
which  Brother  Dan  has  carried  out  his  duties. 
Brother  Sam  Rayner  (on  behalf  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Branch)  presented  Brother  Cherrett 
with  a  reading-lamp.  We  shall  miss  him  at 
"Cumorah"  but  we  know  that  they  will  be  able 
to  do  much  good  in  their  new  home  and  will 
be  able  to  bring  others  to  a  knowledge  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Our  deepest  symapthy  is  offered  to  Brother 
Gilbert  Osborne  on  the  death  of  his  mother. 
We  pray  that  the  Lo-d  may  comfort  him  and 
his  family  in  this  time  of  sorrow. 

Sister  Nelly  Geldenhuys  and  Edwin  have 
both  been  ill  during  the  month,  but  they  are 
now  well  on  the  road  to  recovery. 

Three  Sessions  of  District  Conference  were 
held  on  November  8th.  The  items  on  the  pro- 
gramme were  enjoyed  by  all  present,  especially 
the  words  of  counsel  from  President  and  Sister 
Duncan. 

On  Saturday,  7th  November,  our  Genea- 
logical Society  held  a  very  successful  cake  sale 
in  the  grounds  and  made  an  amount  of  over 
eleven  pounds. 

After  the  conference  meetings  on  Sunday, 
we  had  another  treat  when  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Thomas  Boydell  addressed  our  Fireside  and 
gave  us  some  of  his  impressions  of  Europe  and 
America.  He  has  just  recently  returned  from 
visiting  these  continents. 

We  all  offer  our  very  sincere  congratulations 
to  Brother  Alwin  Hubert,  who  has  been  sus- 
tained as  the  Branch  President  at  Mowbray. 
He  has  chosen  Brother  Hugh  Helm  and 
Brother"  Robert  Smith  as  his  first  and  second 
counsellors  respectively.  May  the  Lord  bless 
our  new  Branch  Presidency  and  we  promise 
them  our  most  faithful  support. 

The  M/Men  and  Gleaners  combined  with  the 
Special  Interest  Group  to  hold  a  braaivleisaand 
at  Sister  Williams'  home  on  Saturday,  the  21st. 
There  were  quite  a  goodly  crowd  who  gathered 
there  and  they  had  a  very  jolly  time. 

All  other  activities  are  taking  a  back-seat  to 
the  fevered  preparation  for  the  annual  bazaar, 
which  is  going  to  be  a  united  Branch  effort. 

Congratulations  to  the  Cumorah  Basketball 
Team,  who  have  succeeded  in  winning  the 
Western  Province  floating  trophy.  We  look 
forward  to  holding  that  cup  for  many  years 
to  come. 

N'KANA  NEWS 
Reported  by  Arlene  Morris 

On  October  31st,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  wel- 
coming Elder  Cole  to  N'Kana.    We  do  hope  he 


will  enjoy  his  stay  here.  The  same  story  of 
Hello  and  Goodbye,  and  on  November  9th  it 
was  goodbye  to  Elder  Ken  Lee.  We  were  all 
very  sorry  to  have  to  say  goodbye  to  Elder  Lee 
who  has  been  with  us  a  long  time,  and  whom 
we  had  all  grown  to  like.  We  pray  the  Lord 
will  bless  him  with  happiness  and  success  in  his 
new  field  of  labour. 

Not  much  activity  in  N'Kana  the  past  month. 
The  Elders  are  really  finding  it  hard  work  to 
labour  in  this  Rhodesian  Sun.  Things  will  be 
a  lot  better  when  we  have  had  some  rain  to 
cool  everything  off. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elden  Allen  L.  Caldwell, 
4  Baynes  St.,  Berea,  E.L. 

Reported  by  Theodora  Booysen 

We  were  happy  to  have  Sister  Vice  from 
Krugersdorp  Branch  pay  us  a  visit  during  the 
past  month.  It  gave  us  much  pleasure  to  meet 
and  associate  with  this  fine  sister  and  we  hope 
she  enjoyed  her  stay  here. 

We  regret  to  report  the  death  of  Mr. 
Schoekel,  father  of  Elaine  Jubber  and  Beryl 
Schoekel.  Our  deepest  sympathy  is  extended 
to  his  relatives. 

Surprisingly  enough  the  weather  was  fine  for 
our  Beach  party  on  the  30th  October,  and  all 
those  who  came  out  had  a  good  time. 

Brother  Fred  Matthews  and  Sister  Theodora 
Booysen  have  announced  their  engagement. 
(May  the  Lord  bless  this  fine  young  couple 
with  happiness  and  prosperity  in  the  future. 
Assoc.  Ed.) 

The  East  London  Branch  takes  this  oppor- 
tunity of  wishing  friends  and  members  the 
compliments  of  the  season. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Lowell  D.  Wood, 

21  Bulwer  Road,  Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

Elder  Thomas  E.  Smith  has  arrived  to  re- 
place Elder  Bullock  and  we  welcome  him  and 
wish  him  a  happy  stay.  We  also  want  to  wel- 
come two  new  arrivals  from  the  States,  Elders 
Ragsdale  and  Kennard.  Before  their  arrival 
the  M.I. A.  conspired  together  for  a  'Welcome' 
gag,  which  turned  out  to  be  an  M.I. A.  meeting 
conducted  in  Afrikaans.  Even  the  new  arrivals' 
talks  were  given  through  an  interpreter!  They'd 
heard  of  lions  that  wander  in  the  streets,  but 
this  they'd  never  bargained  for. 

Brother  Pieter  and  Sister  Yvonne  van  Rhyn 
of  Cape*  Town  and  their  baby  daughter  have 
been  on  a  short  holidav  to  our  city.  During 
their  stay  Brother  van  Rhyn  spoke  at  a  Sacra- 
ment meeting  and  it  was  a  pleasure  to  listen  to 
his  solid,  down-to-earth  remarks. 
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Brother  Bernard  Milne  has  come  down  from 
'Sleepy  Hollow'  quite  often  lately,  together  with 
a  young  friend.  We  understand  that  Brother 
Bernard  has  been  doing  quite  a  bit  of  poselyt- 
ing  in  Pietcrmaritzburg  and  we  sincerely  con- 
gratulate him. 

Dr.  John  Benncc,  formerly  of  our  Branch 
and  now  of  Cardston,  Canada,  flew  out  to  this 
country  on  a  brief  visit  during  this  month.  It 
certainly  was  wonderful  to  sec  him  again  and 
swop  news. 

News  has  reached  us  that  a  cute  baby  girl. 
Melody  Joy,  has  arrived  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Norman  Stockton  of  Columbus, 
Georgia.  Sister  Stockton  was  formerly  Gwcn 
Ingram  of  our  branch. 

There  has  been  much  sickness  in  our  Branch 
of  late.  Sister  Wiblin  has  been  in  hospital. 
Sister  Nicky  Henning  has  had  an  abscess.  Sister 
Jean  Marchand  had  flu.  Brother  George  Morri- 
son and  Elder  Lyman  have  been  ill  and  there 
has  been  illness  in  the  Randall  home  too.  How- 
ever, they  all  seem  to  be  on  the  mend  now  and 
we  hope  that  ere  long  they  will  be  'in  the 
pink.' 

The  M.I. A.  Halloween  Party  held  on  the 
30th  October,  was  one  of  the  eeriest,  scariest 
parties  to  date,  and  one  of  the  most  successful. 

On  the  22nd  November,  three  fine  people 
entered  the  waters  of  baptism  at  Tiger  Rocks. 
They  were  Sisters  Gwen  Jones,  Margaric 
Perkins  and  Irene  Ellis.  We  welcome  these 
sisters  and  pray  that  the  Lord  will  guide  and 
direct  their  lives. 

PORT   ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Clarence  Doller, 

18  Caithness  Rd.,  Walmer,  P.E. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh. 

Did  we  have  fun  on  Thursday  night,  October 
29th!  We  held  our  Mutual  Halloween  Party 
and  we  had  a  real  old  spook  alley.  On  the 
walls  were  cats,  witches,  rats  and  eyes  which 
seemed  to  follow  us  everywhere.  These  cut- 
outs and  drawings  were  done  by  Doreen 
Warren.  Brother  Vincen  Doller,  dressed  as  a 
spook,  led  the  horrified  gals  and  guys  through 
the  alleys  of  headless  bodies,  hung  bodies,  and 
coffin  bodies  doing  push-ups. 

A  good  crowd  turned  up  and  we  finished  up 
with  eats  and  then  dancing. 

The  weather  was  not  at  all  nice  to  us  on  Guy 
Fawkes  Day,  but  we  made  the  best  of  it  by 
going  out  to  the  beach  and  shooting  off  all 
our  crackers  there.  The  braaiv'.eis  we  intended 
to  have,  had  to  be  cancelled. 

It  is  nice  to  see  Sister  Griffith  back  at  Sunday 
School  after  her  illness,  and  Sister  Everton  up 


and  about  after  her  dose  of  flu.    Sister  Doller  is 
still  on  the  sick  list. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Reaford  Futter, 

No.  2  Compound,  Springs  Mine. 

Reported  by  Mavis  E.  Louw. 

The  members  of  the  Springs  Branch  wish 
President  and  Sister  Duncan,  their  family,  the 
missionaries  and  all  the  members  of  the  South 
African  Mission  a  HAPPY  CHRISTMAS 
AND  A  PROSPEROUS  NEW  YEAR. 

Two  successful  cake  sales  were  held  during 
the  month  in  aid  of  our  building  fund. 

Junie  Van  Niekerk  had  a  tonsil  operation. 
We  arc  glad  to  see  her  about  and  well  again. 

Brother  Ronnie  Duncan  has  returned  from  a 
wet  holiday  at  the  coast.  We  are  certainly 
happy  to  have  him  back  again. 

The  Relief  Society  held  a  very  successful  sale 
of  work  and  Braaivleis  at  the  home  of  our 
Branch  President.  Brother  Reaford  Futter. 

The  District  Presidency  were  our  guests  at 
the  Sunday  evening  service  on  the  8th  inst. 
Their  messages  were  enjoyed  by  everybody. 

We  were  happy  to  have  the  Sisters  from 
Benoni  visit  us  at  one  of  our  Relief  Society 
meetings.  We  wish  them  luck  in  their  effort 
to  start  a  Relief  Society  in  Benoni. 

The  Sunday  School  Superintendency  and 
their  partners  had  an  outing  by  visiting  a  Bio 
and  then  had  a  Buffet  Supper  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Mrs.  Hugo. 

We  are  keenly  watching  the  walls  of  the 
Chapel  going  up  above  the  windows. 

We  are  glad  to  see  Sister  Van  Zyl  around 
again,  after  breaking  a  few  ribs  that  landed  her 
in  the  hospital. 

KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Deryck  V.  Vice, 

82  Von  Brandis  St.,  Krugersdorp. 

Reported  by  Deryck  V.  Vice. 

The  summer  activities  started  with  a  "Bang" 
for  the  Krugersdorp  Branch.  On  the  5th  of 
November  a  "Guy  Fawkes"  party  was  held, 
ostensibly  for  the  children,  although  the 
grown-ups  had  just  as  much  fun  as  said 
children. 

Since  our  last  news  letter  appeared  in  these 
pages,  several  events  are  to  be  reported. 
Cherryl  Dawn  Vice,  the  infant  daughter  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Dervck  Vice,  was  blessed  by 
her  father  on  Sunday  the  13th  September. 

Sunday,  October  25th.  was  h  hapny  dav  and 
a  lucky  one  for  the  Krueersdorp  Branch:  on 
that  day  Brother  Hein/  Alfred  Wankc  was  bap- 
tised and  confirmed  a  member  of  the  Church. 
;nul  nt  the  same  meeting  Brother  Charles  Ken 
ncth   Powrie  was  ordained    a    deacon    in    the 
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Aaronic  Priesthood.  We  congratulate  these 
brethren  upon  the  steps  they  have  taken  along 
life's  highway  and  pray  that  they  will  ever 
hold  fast  to  the  "Iron  Rod." 

We  regret  that  Brother  and  Sister  W.  Perry 
and  family  have  moved  from  our  branch.  Their 
loss  is  felt  very  keenly  especially  by  the  Sunday 
School. 

To  counter-balance  the  loss  of  the  Perry 
family  we  are  glad  to  welcome  back  Sister  C. 
Fouche  and  Brother  and  Sister  McKnight. 

Wedding  bells  chime  for  Krugersdorp  on  the 
5th  December,  when  Brother  and  Sister  D.  P. 
Banfield  give  their  daughter  Elaine  Dommann 
to  Bill  Koel  in  a  marriage  ceremony.  Our  best 
wishes  go  with  this  young  couple  for  future 
happiness. 

Sister  "Jo"  Sawyer  has  been  appointed  Sun- 
day School  Superintendent  in  the  Krugersdorp 
Branch,  and  we  are  happy  to  see  this  office  fall 
into  such  capable  hands. 

May  we  take  this  opportunity  of  wishing  all 
our  fellow  readers  a  very  very  merry  Christmas 
and  an  exceptionally  happy  New  Year. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Douglas  Charsley, 
130  "E"  Avenue,  Luanshya. 

Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley. 

We  were  sorry  to  say  goodbye  to  Elder  Lee, 
when  he  left  for  down  South  near  the  beginning 
of  the  month.  We  wish  him  everything  of  the 
best  in  his  new  field  of  labour. 

Our  heartiest  congratulations  to  Brother  and 
Sister  Len.  Clarke  on  the  birth  of  their  first 
son.  Excitement  was  rife  in  the  branch!  May 
he  always  prove  a  great  blessing  to  his  parents. 

We  also  wish  to  congratulate  brother 
Douglas  E.  Charsley  who  has  been  nominated 
to  stand  for  the  Luanshya-Mufulira  con- 
stituency in  the  forthcoming  Federal  elections. 

Brother  Ernest  Terblanche  is  still  in  hospital 

suffering  from  Arthritis.    Our  faith  and  prayers 

are  with  him,  and  we  hope  to  see  him  out  soon. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Orval  J.  Birks, 

25  Orange  Street,  Bloemfontein. 

Reported  by  Barbara  Wrench 

Bloemfontein  District  Conference  was  held 
on  the  25th  October  and  was  greatly  enjoyed 
by  all  who  attended  the  meetings.  Presidents 
Duncan  and  Mayo  were  in  attendance  and  wc 
were  very  glad  to  see  them  once  more.  After 
the  evening  service  we  all  went  on  to  the  Stan 
Daubney's  for  a  little  Get  Together. 

We  would  like  to  congratulate  Brother 
Martinus  Tol  who  was  ordained  an  Elder  at 
District  Conference. 

During  the  month  Elder  Frank  Jenkins  left 


for  Johannesburg  and  Elder  Dean  Jarman 
arrived  to  take  his  place.  We  wish  both  of 
these  Elders  the  best  of  everything  in  their 
new  places  of  labour. 

Mrs.  Milne  went  into  the  hospital  this  month 
for  a  kidney  operation  but  is  now  home  again 
and  doing  fine. 

Brother  Henry  Van  Rooyen  spent  a  few  days 
in  Johannesbuhg  this  month  but  is  now  home 
again. 

A  Primary  Surprise  party  which  took  the 
form  of  a  most  delicious  supper  was  held  on 
the  18th  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Wrench,  to  bid  them  farewell  as  they  leave  for 
Johannesburg  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

News  has  been  received  that  Brother  and 
Sister  Gail  Young  of  Provo,  Utah,  were  pre- 
sented with  a  bonn>  son  on  the  Nth  October. 
Our  love  and  congratulations  to  them. 

PRETORIA    BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Lionel  Bibb. 
282  Preller  Street,   Mucklencuk.   Pretoria. 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb 

We  are  happy  to  welcome  Brother  and  Sister 
Brotherton  and  son  Harold,  Sister  Sally 
Sanders  and  Brother  de  Jongh  who  were  bap- 
tised at  Ramah  recently.  Anthony  and  Ilona 
Sanders  and  little  Petrus  Sanders  were  also 
blessed  at  Pretoria  during  the  month.  Pretoria 
Branch  is  certainly  growing! 

Pretoria,  though  a  small  branch,  is  neverthe- 
less ambitious.  We  are  starting  a  local  build- 
ing fund.  Both  a  beetle  drive  and  a  Progressive 
Dinner  have  been  held  for  funds  and  both 
proved  financially  and  socially  successful. 

We  are  happy  to  have  Sister  Lorraine  Bibb 
of  Cape  Town  visiting  us.  She  will  return  to 
Cape  Town  when  the  Bibbs  leave  on  holiday  at 
the  end  of  the  month. 

Brother  and  Sister  Pieter  van  Rhyn  and 
Linda  also  paid  us  a  flying  visit  recently. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Sister  Jo 
Cowdrey  is  at  present  in  hospital,  but  we  hone 
to  have  her  back  with  us  soon. 

We  wish  to  welcome  Elders  Warner  and 
Jenkins,  who  are  now  stationed  in  Pretoria.  We 
hope  they  will  enjoy  their  stay  here. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch   President:   Norman  G.    Muir. 
119  Kitchener  Avenue,  Bez  Valley,  JHB. 

Reported  by  Mary  Millan  Stark 

The  Primary  children  took  part  in  the 
Sunday  Evening  Sacrament  service  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  month.  The  sincerity  and 
humility  in  the  singing  and  readings  of  these 
children  augurs  well  for  our  future. 
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The  Branch  members  are  happy  to  welcome 
Charles  Wilson  back  at  Raman  and  trust  that 
he  has  returned  from  the  Navy  and  his  stay  in 
Cape  Town  to  settle  down  here  for  good. 

The  newly  elected  Building  Committee 
wasted  no  time  before  organising  Fund  Rais- 
inging  events  and  commenced  with  a  Hal- 
loween Party  where  all  and  sundry  thrilled  to 
the  excitement  of  going  through  "Spook  Alley" 
and  paying  homage  to  ghostly  voices  and 
noises.  Shortly  afterwards  Guy  Fawkes  was 
duly  celebrated  when  a  Braaivleis  round  a 
traditional  bonfire  was  held  in  the  grounds  of 
the  new  Chapel  site  in  Highlands. 

Two  beautiful  babies  were  blessed  this 
month.  They  were  the  infants  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Calteaux  and  Brother  and  Sister  Taylor, 
and  everyone  joined  in  silently  in  the  prayers 
of  blessings  pronounced  on  their  wee  heads. 

Congratulations  and  best  wishes  go  to 
Brother  Clark  who  entered  the  waters  of 
baptism  this  month.       He  has  been  attending 


meetings  for  a  considerable  time  with  his  wife 
and  family  and  we  know  that  this  fine  family 
will  continue  to  grow  in  the  Gospel. 

We  are  all  happy  to  have  Brother  Hayden 
back  in  our  midst  and  offer  him  congratula- 
tions and  hearty  good  wishes  on  the  occasion 
of  his  marriage  to  Mrs.  van  der  Berg. 

The  Sunday  School  Superintendency  has 
been  strengthened  by  the  inclusion  of  Brother 
Maartens  as  2nd  Counsellor  and  members  pray 
for  his  guidance. 

Elder  Everton  has  been  an  inspiration  to  the 
Ramah  Genealogical  Society  and  now  several 
of  the  younger  people  have  been  set  apart  as 
part-time  missionaries  who  will  spend  as  much 
of  their  free  time  as  possible  engaged  in  re- 
search work.  Amongst  those  set  apart  for  this 
work  are  Nita  Crighton,  Margaret  Kelly, 
Evanine  and  Grace  Stark,  Don  Ninow.  Arlene 
Phipson,  Norma  Ninow,  Olive  Wallace,  Doreen 
Rostron.  Denise  Osborne  and  Ivan  Muir. 


When  You  Know  a  Fellow 

When  you  get  to  know  a  fellow,  know  his 

joys  and  know  his  cares, 
When  you've  come  to  understand  him  and 

the  burden  that  he  bears, 
When  you've  learned  the  fight  he's  making 

and  the  troubles  in  his  way, 
Then  you  find  that  he  is  different  than  you 

thought  him  yesterday. 
You  find  his  faults  are  trivial  and  there's 

not  so  much  to  blame 
In  the  brother  that  you    jeered    at   when 

you  only  knew  his  name. 
You  are  quick  to  see  the  blemish  in  the 

distant  neighbour's  style, 
You  can  point  to  all  his  errors  and  may 

sneer  at  him  the  while, 
And  your  prejudices  fatten  and  your  hates 

more  violent  grow 
As  you  talk  about  the  failures  of  the  man 

you  do  not  know, 
But  when  drawn  a  little  closer,  and  your 

hands  and  shoulders  touch, 
You  find  the  traits  you  hated  really  don't 

amount  to  much. 


When  you  get  to  know  a  fellow,  know  his 

every  mood  and  whim, 
You  begin  to  find  the  texture  of  the  splen- 
did side  of  him; 
You   begin   to   understand   him,    and    you 

cease  to  scoff  and  sneer, 
For  with  understanding  always  prejudices 

disappear. 
You  begin  to  find  his  virtues  and  his  faults 

you  cease  to  tell, 
For  you  seldom  hate  a  fellow  when  you 

know  him  very  well. 
When  next  you  start  in  sneering  and  your 

phrases  turn  to  blame, 
Know  more  of  him  you  censure  than  his 

business  and  his  name; 
For  it's  likely    that    acquaintance    would 

your  prejudice  dispel 
And  you'd  really  come  to  like  him  if  you 

knew  him  very  well. 
When  you  get  to  know  a  fellow  and  you 

understand  his  ways, 
Then  his  faults  won't  really  matter,   for 

you'll  find  a  lot  of  praise. 

—Edgar  A.  Guest. 


NOTICE:  Branch  and  District  Presidents- 
Annual  History  Must  be  in  Office  Before 
December  20th  (Mission  Historian) 
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